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Zooming Our Way 

Through the Pandemic

If you haven’t joined the chapter for its weekly video meetings (see photo 
below), you are missing out.  We’re doing warm-ups, lessons in reading 
music (along with some theory), catching up socially and starting some 
recording activities.  It is a great way for us to be together and keep our 
chapter alive and kicking.   If you have not been a part of it, you are missing 
out. If you have a home computer or laptop, a smart phone or an iPad and 
internet access, you can join in.   If you need technical support, call Alan 
Dean.
 The one thing that Zoom and other video conferencing services  
can’t do is let us sing together and hear our collective sound as if we were 
on the risers together.   There are several reasons for this, including 
software and the internet delays.  But there are programs that let us record 
your parts individually and then put them together into a “virtual chorus.” 
You’ve probably seen some of these on youtube, sometimes with hundreds 
of individual singers..  We are gearing up to do this with our chapter, thanks 
in large part to Chapter President Terry Schmalzried, who has been doing 
this with his church choir.  You should have received some email instruc-
tions relating to this from Terry.
 We hope to see everyone at our next Tuesday night Zoom meeting!
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Let’s Meet:

Chris D’Agostino

By Chris D’Agostino

 was born in 1960, in Bayside, Queens, New 
York. I’m one of four, my older brother Jay, my 
older sister Dee, and my younger brother, Jamie, 
my childhood best friend. We had a great ’60’s 
childhood, born too young to join our big brother for 
Woodstock, and too old to ride on “The Big Wheel”. 
My Mom and Dad were the 
best (ask anybody). We 
were a very Americanized 
Italian-American Family (we 
only knew the Italian curse 
words, a little Sicilian from 
my Grandmother — and 
Great Food). On holidays, 
my Grandmother and my 
Aunts and Uncles used to 
sing around the piano, 
played by my Dad. Speaking 
of singing, I was an Alto in 
my grammar school's choir 
for two years. We cut an al-
bum, actually, under the di-
rection of Sister Sean 
Patrick.
 We attended paro-
chial schools and enjoyed 
things like stoop-ball, base-
ball, and playing guitars. Al-
though my Mom and Dad 
have since passed away, my 
three siblings and I are still kickin’ around in New 
York and New Jersey, and we’re always in touch, 
and often getting together on Jay’s boat or at a 
restaurant or sitting around in someone’s backyard 
or kitchen.
 In 1977, in my Junior year of high-school, it 
was time to think of what to do. It seemed that all 
the jobs were being taken over by computers. So it 
seemed like an easy decision for me — learn how 
to fix computers!  With loving guidance from my 
parents, I applied at AT&T - Long Lines, where my 
Dad was enjoying a long career. After a summer of 
pumping gas, I was offered a position as an AT&T 
International Operator, which I of course accepted, 
to work midnights, weekends, Christmas, New 
Years, etc. It was a hiring spree in 1978, and a 
bunch of us kids were sitting next to old-time Oper-
ators. What a mix! My supervisor remembers when 

her supervisor wore roller skates to monitor opera-
tors by skating up and down behind them, working 
the cord-boards.
 I persevered and progressed to Communi-
cations Technician, and then on to Management: 
Instructor, Technical Writer, Systems Tester and 

Team Lead, in many differ-
ent technologies, spanning 
40 years.  AT&T was a great 
company to work for and to 
grow with, with great peo-
ple, for which I'm very ap-
preciative.
 I’m married to a won-
derful woman, Savita. We 
were married in December 
of 2005, and she’s the best 
thing that ever happened to 
me. We have no children, 
but we enjoy all our bless-
ings. We like to visit our 
family in Queens and Long 
Island occasionally, and her 
sister lives close by.  
 We try to travel once 
or twice a year, too. In 2017, 
we got in the car and drove 
cross country for five weeks, 
with no hotel reservations! 
Our theme was cities, mu-

seums and botanical gardens. We made it to our 
Utah destination, which was awesome! (Awe In-
spiring, Awesome!) We hit the national parks in 
Utah, of course!
 I retired in July of 2018, after 40 years at 
AT&T, without a clue of what to do. But I figured a 
forty-year career is a success, and it was time for 
another chapter in my life. That Summer I per-
fected being a bum!  Sleeping late, going to the 
gym and the beach, riding my motorcycle, and 
putzing around the house. All the while, I was 
searching for a good fit at two things. One was to 
volunteer, and the other was to learn something 
new, just for kicks.
I stumbled across the Hazlet First Aid & Rescue 
Squad’s tent at Hazlet-Day, and Volunteered to be 
an Ambulance Driver.

I

More on page 3
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 That fall, I saw the most perfect article in 
The Monmouth Journal. FREE SINGING LES-
SONS! “What a Deal?”. That first night at ‘Ready 
Set Sing’, I instantly liked the camaraderie I saw in 
the group. A great bunch of fellows just belting out 
songs and enjoying the evening out. Craig Page, 
the Music Director, led with a great balance of 
seriousness and humor. I joined ‘The Chorus of the 
Atlantic’ and have been having fun singing with 
them ever since. Singing the National Anthem on a 
baseball diamond is a privilege and a thrill I’ll 
always appreciate and will never forget!
 In January, 2020, I passed the National 
Exam to become a Certified EMT (Emergency 
Medical Technician), and I feel really good about 
my contributions to my town’s First Aid Squad and 
the community.
 Other things I like to do, but certainly don’t 
do enough are motorcycling (’82 650cc BMW and 

2000 Harley-Davidson Road King Classic), work-
ing around the house (although my wife might 
chuckle at that), working out at the gym (becoming 
a distant memory lately), barbecuing, and enjoying 
an occasional beer or four with my friends.
 Right now, we’re in the midst of this Coro-
navirus, and it’s awful on many levels. My heart’s 
saddened for what we’re all collectively going 
through. I often think about what the ‘new normal’ 
will be. But first and foremost is to come out of this 
safely.
 With that, please STAY SAFE and let’s not 
get complacent. Hang in there! Call a friend or 
loved one to chat.
 Thank you to my wife, family, friends, sing-
ing buddies and squad colleagues.  I wish you all 
the very best of health and happiness, and wel-
come correspondence from you.

Hazlet EMTs at Riverview Hospital.   Chris Dagostino is on the right with his Chief and another EMT.

Let’s Meet: Chris D’Agostino   continued from page 2 
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Music In My Life:  The Beginning

By Chris Papa

orn during the great Depression in 1932, my earliest 
years were spent living in a family that was experienc-
ing severe poverty. Concern centered about having 
enough food to eat and just trying to survive in the 
slums of Brooklyn. We may have had a radio, but I 
cannot honestly remember ever hearing any music in 
our home. The very first reminiscences are of actual 
lessons in the fifth grade in elementary school. Our 
teacher had to conduct classes which were intended to 
actually introduce music appreciation to the young 
students. We were taught patriotic and  folk songs and 
were exposed to more classical forms of music as well. 
Recordings of all types of music were played and we 
were informed that we would be required to identify 

both the titles of the pieces, and the composers in a 
test that would be coming. To assist in this effort, 
there were words made up that went along with the 
music that would  help accomplish the task. One I 
can still recall was to  identify the music from the 
"Peer Gynt Suite" of Edvard Grieg. "Morning is 
breaking, and "Peer Gynt" is waking, and Grieg 
says, 'Get up and get out on your way’." I didn't 
realize it at the time, but we also had to learn an 
obscure Gilbert and Sullivan piece, from their opera 
"Patience", which is titled "The Magnet and the 
Churn", that had  a practical message that touched 
the senses of poor children, "By no endeavor, can 
a magnet ever, attract a silver churn!". Somehow 
this wealth of new material entered my growing 
brain and flourished there. There was no help from 
the family or friends, it just happened. I not only 
passed the exam when it was given, but had a 
perfect score. In the next grade, accordingly, my 
teachers placed me in a contest  they ran among all 
grades. The competition only stimulated me even 
more and I beat out all opponents. At graduation I 
received the "Music Appreciation Award."  Where 
would I go from there?

B

Thanks to long-time member and past Gazette editor Chris Papa for this article on how he got started in music.  

Gazette readers are invited to submit their own stories about their musical  “awakenings.” Eds.
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“In My Room”

How we’re spending our time

As we shelter In place

Allan Dean (above) is working giant puzzles as is Joe Bullwinkel (below) who is also sewing face 
masks.  Kevin Stone works on his bagpipe chops.  We hope his neighbors don’t live too close.
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Tony  Milillo has picked up his guitar again and has a new pup named Joy.  Herb Van Note displays 
all of his distractions, indoor putting, solitaire, and brushing up on his Idles repertoire.

In My Room continued from page 5
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John Huetz catches 
up on his reading 
(What - No Harmoniz-
er?), and we’ll bet he’s 
catching up on his nap-
ping, too.

In addition to his Hazlet 
EMT gig, Chris 
D’Agostino (and wife 
Savita) zoom with fam-
ily, including an Easter 
Celebration (below)  

In My Room continued from page 6
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Frank Glaz has a lot going on, working on his internet radio 
show and playing his guitar  -- and that’s when he’s not working 
his Census follow-up job.

Dave Murch, on the other hand has spent the time shaving off 
his beard (and donning a jaunty fedora.)  

In My Room continued from page 7
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Idles Gallery - Photos of the past and present 

Supplied by John Huetz

Above, an Idles singing Valentine earlier this year with John, Ed Smith, Lin Robinson, doing his 
first singing valentine ever, and Tom Cameron.
Below, Idles tenors and basses from several years ago featuring Herb, the late Dan Cahalane, 
Phil Wilderotter and Jon Greene.
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GUESTS ALWAYS WELCOME!
The Red Bank Area Chapter meets 

weekly on Tuesdays at 7:30 P.M. at 

the Red Bank Middle School, 101 

Harding Road, Red Bank, NJ  
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