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Harvest Home Harmony
By Bruce Hanson

Remembering
f it’s Fall, it must be time to sing at the Harvest Home Festival at
9/11.................3 ILongstreet
Farm in Holmdel. It is a family affair with lots of activities
Idle Chatter......4
Rick Taylor
Visits.............7

representing days gone by, from corn husking to cider making to horsedrawn wagon rides and fiddling and bluegrass. And it also has its share
of barbershop singing, courtesy of the Chorus of the Atlantic! This is a
gig the chorus has been doing for as long as I can remember. The
weather was excellent and there was a good turnout of both chorus and
audience members.
As usual, the chorus sang two sets, mixing things up with an
occasional pick-up quartet. Song selection
More Photos on page 2

Harvest Home Harmony

continued from page 1

leaned toward familiar audience
favorites including “Braking Up,”
“In the Still of the Night,” and
“Hello, Mary Lou,” as well as familiar Beatles tunes such as
“Something,” “In My Life” and
“And I Love Her.” There were
also upbeat crowd pleasers including “No New Tunes” and
“Bring Back Those Good Old
Days.”
But the song that always
gets the biggest workout at events

like this is “Honey, Little ‘Liz”
sung to an individual girl or
boy who shows particular interest in the chorus. Often,
the little ones retreat into shyness when they discover
they’re the center of all
everyone’s attention.
The chorus two 45 minute
sets always seem to go
quickly which leaves time to
visit the other exhibits – and
maybe enter the pie eating
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Remembering September Eleventh
By Bruce Hanson

Every year since 2001, the Red Bank Elks have

held a Memorial service in remembrance of the
attacks of 9/11. This year, the threat of foul
weather caused the program to be moved indoors to the Elks hall. The Chorus of the Atlantic
has traditionally sung a these programs and this
year was no exception. The chorus warmed up
in the Elks basement recreation room (see photo
below) and then played its part in the program in

the main Hall upstairs (see photo at bottom). The
one notable exception to the normal program
was the extra effort Red Bank’s Exalted Ruler
Catherine Sizelove made to recognize and show
appreciation to the Chorus for its commitment
and loyal support of Elks programs. The audience also showed enthusiastic support for the
Chorus’ singing. The recognition and support

age 4
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Idle Chatter
by Chris Papa

It was such a beautiful, bright
clear day on September 19, just a
day after the remnants of Hurricane Florence brought thunderstorms sweeping through the
New Jersey coast. There were
several reasons why this was especially welcome to the Idles. Their gig was at

been submerged in anything that remotely resembled a tropical storm, much less a fullfledged hurricane. The other reason was because the venue was but a single large meeting
room with no place to allow the singers to run
through their usual warm up exercises. As a
result, they were forced to practice in the outdoors, thankfully on a pleasant day.

Blackberry Bay Park in Oakhurst, right on the
brim of the low waterfront, which would have

The Idles had performed for the Oakhurst
Seniors for many prior years, but had always
been at a closer and more
useful venue, which had
subsequently been turned
into a local courtroom. In
consequence the Blackberry Bay Park was an
entirely unfamiliar target.
This created problems, for
it seemed many of the
singers could not readily
find their way to the gig.
With only 15 minutes to
go, only eight singers had
assembled. The show
started with nine, and two
Continued on page 5
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Idle Chatter continued from page 4

more arrived after the first two numbers had
been delivered. Further, Director Will McCain
was not there, having suffered some health
problems earlier in the week. Despite all these
seeming difficulties, the small chorus had a wonderful performance that stimulated and greatly
Atlantic Gazette

satisfied an enthusiastic audience of
about three dozen senior citizens,
who had just finished a luncheon at
the site. The Idles (see photo on
page 4) presented a shortened program of about one half hour’s length,
assisted by single song performances by the Classy Seniors (see
photo on page 4) and Bayshore Four
quartets.
The very happy hosts invited the singers to partake of the
cookies and cakes that still filled the
luncheon serving table. A sweet ending to a very happy day.
Just two days later, on Friday, the Idles had a performance that
was most unusual and will long be
remembered. They were scheduled
to sing for a full hour at the Clarion
Hotel in Toms River for the 25th Annual Monmouth Medical Center Southern Campus Auxiliary Council Luncheon. There were no other
hints as what might be expected. Meanwhile, the
singers were at least pleased that there was a
hotel room available
Continued on page 6
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Idle Chatter continued from page 5
where they might warm
up. This was important,
since the makeup of the
singing group had been
drastically altered. One
lead who’d sung on
Wednesday was absent, but two other
leads, that hadn’t sung
had taken his place.
One of the two baritones was missing, as
well as a bass twho had
performed on Wednesday. The director was
still absent, so the
group at least could
prepare to sing without him. Next came the big
surprise of the day. The limited number of singers were lead into a huge luncheon room and
discovered that they were to sing to the audience
of 170 folks, mainly ladies, without any help from
microphone amplification. The small chorus’
presence seemed to do little to the very loud,
noisy hum emanating from the audience which
was still finishing its lunch.
It helped that M,C, Dave Murch was offered a
microphone and his vigorous and humorous
introduction quieted the audience and gained
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their attention. Thereafter, the performance ran
absolutely smoothly, with perfection, with the
small chorus (see photo on page 5) holding
sway. The Classy Seniors quartet, missing both
its regular bass and baritone, required the substitution of Jon Greene and Tom Cameron,
respectfully (see photo on page 5) , who then did
double duty with the Bayshore Four quartet (see
photo above). Meanwhile, the large crowd was
as appreciative and interactive as possible,
many of them mouthing the songs, and then
joining in when “The Beer Barrel Polka” was
performed. The
only problem encountered
was
that the audience
was overly enthusiatic and started
their loud applause before the
chorus
could
slide into the tags
of several songs.
With the final
number over, the
huge crowd rose
to its feet and
gave the small
group of singers
a well-deserved
standing ovation
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Rick Taylor Visits
Red Bank
As part of a Society program to encourage
individual and chapter participation in the Harmony Foundation, long-time barbershop luminary Rick Taylor visited the chorus on Tuesday,
October 2. Rick is an International quartet medalist, and has directed several choruses in International competition, placing as high as 15th. He
has been very active in the Mid Atlantic District
and is in his 50th year of barbershopping. While
he was with us, he graciously accepted an invitation to coach the chorus for the evening as we
worked on “Edelweiss,” and the Beatles’ “If I Fell.”
Rick also spent a few minutes describing
the good works of the Harmony Foundation,
including the scholarship program for Harmony
University, and encouraging members to consider giving. Anyone interested should follow
this
link
for
more
information:
www.harmonyfoundation.org/rick-taylor
We really enjoyed Rick’s visit and appreciate the coaching, advice, and encouragement
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Chorus of the Atlantic

Red Bank Area Chapter
Mid-Atlantic District
Barbershop Harmony Society
P O Box 8403
Red Bank, NJ 07701-8403
(732) 784-7343

Music Director........................................Craig J. Page
Associate Music Director.....................Kirk Thomson
Manager ...................................................Dave Murch

Matinee Idles
Director....................................................Will McCain
President................................................Joe LeCompte
Manager.....................................................Rich Dunne

Gazette Editor
Bruce Hanson
28 Markham Place
Little Silver, NJ 07739
Blhanson@comcast.net
Production Manager: Bruce Hanson

On the web at RedBankChorus.org

Chapter Officers
President.........................................Terry Schmalzried
VP Music & Performance.........................Frank Glaz
VP Programs................................................................
VP Chapter Development...................Jim Weythman
VP Marketing & Publicity........................Allan Dean
Treasurer .............................................Bruce Hanson
Secretary................................................Andy Ferreira
Members at Large.......Nick Puvogel, Herb Van Note
Immediate Past President.....................Andy Ferreira

Project Managers

GUESTS ALWAYS WELCOME!
The Red Bank Area Chapter meets
weekly on Tuesdays at 7:30 P.M. at
the Red Bank Middle School, 101
Harding Road, Red Bank, NJ

Librarian..............................................Jim Weythman
Uniforms...................................................Dave Murch
Sunshine Chairman...............................Carl Stainagle
50-50 Assoc.........................................Armando Orsini
Webmaster.................................................Allan Dean
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