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“Put me in, Coach”

By Bruce Hanson

Long time Mid-Atlantic District coach Gary Warlow held coaching ses-
sions with the chorus in March and April.  Gary brings experience, 
openness and good humor to the job.  His first session with the chorus 
focused primarily on balance, blend and smooth delivery, emphasizing 
the importance of ensuring that the melody singers are not overwhelmed 
by the harmony singers;   “If you can’t hear the melody singers, you are 
singing too loud!”  In his second session, he worked on reinforcing those 
same ideas but also brought attention to the importance of expressing 
and projecting emotion to the audience. We look forward working with 
Gary in the coming months.  
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In Memoriam

Eddie Wengrowski

Long time chorus member Ed Wengtowski passed away on March 6th in Tucson AZ.  The chorus 
and Idles were honored to sing at a luncheon in his memory on March 24th under the direction of 
John Huetz (see photo below).  What follows is his obituary from the Asbury Park Press.   

Manchester - Edward L. Wengrowski, 86, formerly a resident of 
Manchester, Watchung and Brick, NJ, born August 11, 1931 in 
Jersey City, NJ; passed away in Tucson, AZ, March 6, 2018. Pre-
ceded in death by loving wife, Dolores Marie (Donnelly), 2010. 
Survived by children, Patricia (John); Barbara (Thomas, de-
ceased), Port Republic, NJ; Edward (Maureen), Toms River, NJ; 
Gary, Pt. Pleasant, NJ; Kevin (Heidi), East Stroudsburg, PA; plus 
many grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Ed sang Lead with the Chorus of the Atlantic, Barbershop Har-
mony Society, Red Bank, NJ, with the Cañada del Oro Barber-
shop Chorus in Saddlebrooke, AZ since retiring in Tucson, and 
originally with the Oceanaires Chorus in Toms River NJ. 

Ed always had a song in his heart. He will be dearly missed by his 
family and his many friends. Ed was a graduate of St. Michaels in Jersey City and served 
honorably in the NJ National Guard. A funeral mass is scheduled for Saturday March 24, 
2018 at 10:00 a.m. at St. John's Roman Catholic Church, 619 Chestnut St., Lakehurst, NJ 
08733.
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Continued on page 5

Valued Valentines

By Chris Papa

t. Valentine’s Day, February 14, was uniquely 
different one in an important way; the environ-
ment gloried in the warmth of temperatures 
slightly above 50 degrees. It will be a date that 
will long live in the memory of participating New 
Jersey barbershoppers.
 Quartet D. comprised of Allan Dean , 
bari, Tom DeBruin , bass, Herb VanNote , tenor 
and Chris Papa , lead, eagerly greeted their 
driver-photographer, Paul 
Richtmyer . Paul had already 
followed his conscience and 
reported for duty on this Ash 
Wednesday with a charcoal 
cross in the middle of his fore-
head. It bode well for a suc-
cessful day!
 The quartet rendez-
voused at the Red Bank Mid-
dle School and proceeded to 
make an arduous, but beauti-
ful journey all the way out to 
the tip of Sandy Hook to sing 
at MAST High School. The 
regular road was under con-
struction and a tortuous de-
tour was required to get on 
the correct track to the target. Since there was 
no other traffic headed that way, the trip proved 
to be a lovely voyage along the beautiful mari-
time scenery. Once there, a futile search of 
several school buildings was suddenly inter-
rupted by the recipient herself hopping out to 
shout that she had seen the uniformed singers 
passing by, and since she had been sung to 
before, knew we were there for her. She and 
Allan are quite acquainted from previous con-
tact, so there was a very happy reunion as she 
led the singers into a darkened classroom where 
students were watching lessons projected on a 
motion picture screen. Coming from walking a 
bit in the very bright outdoors, into the utter 
darkness produced a rather unique photo in 
which all the singers’ spectacles looked as if 

they were sunglasses. (see photo below).  Once 
the lights were turned on, a room full of high 
school aged girls and boys were seen to be very 
attentive to what was happening. Somehow, 
before the men started singing, an endless 
stream of teachers and additional students were 
entering the room and filling it to cramming. 
Strategically arrayed before the white screen, 
the quartet went through the standard routine of 

songs, rose and photos. The audience was so 
appreciative and loud that they were then 
treated to the “Honey Li’l Liz” bonus. Tom then 
showed off his talents in geography and con-
firmed with the students that Sandy Hook was 
across the wide bay from Coney Island. Every-
one agreed and so they were then treated to a 
rousing rendition of “Good Bye, My Coney Island 
Baby”. The event was capped by large apprecia-
tive applause and cheers and the quartet knew 
they were off to a great day.
 Now the talented navigators and driver 
made their way back to Shrewsbury where, as 
there have been in many previous years, two 
ladies in Chris’ stock broker’s office who would 
be entertained. At his suggestion, the quartet 
would deliver one of the 

S

Special thanks go to  “Editor Emeritus” Chris Papa for his many contributions to this issue!
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two usual songs to each lady and add a person-
alized song to each, as well. One would be the 
“Honey Li’l Liz”, which would be fine for Elaine, 
the other would be “Aura Lee” with “Sweet Jack-
ie” substituted for the title name and “flaxen hair”, 
rather than “golden hair”, for the lady was defi-
nitely not a blonde. With several rehearsals be-
forehand, the songs were perfectly delivered and 
achieved the goal of delighting the recipients and 
the audience of photo-shooting staff that congre-
gated about the pair. The singers left very 
pleased that the little experiment had worked so 
well.
 As the singers proceeded to drive again, 
Herbie suddenly asked Chris a strange question. 
Did he know a nice, petite 
Korean lady who gave him 
haircuts in Colts Neck? 
Chris, indeed, precisely 
knew the barber and they 
were very friendly. Her 
family’s story had stirred 
great interest, for it paral-
leled Chris’ own. Her boy, 
like Chris, was a first gener-
ation son of legal immigrants 
who had toiled and struggled 
mightily to provide him with 
educational opportunities. 
Like Chris, he was the first 
family member to attend col-
lege, and better yet, they 
were both to be physicians. 
A poetic payback to their 
new country! Chris had en-
couraged the young man by 
sharing the quarterly journal, 
The Pharos, from the medi-
cal honor society, which contained educational 
and other stories which were surely inspirational 
and might influence the student to strive to be the 
best he could be. His barber-mother appreciated 
what Chris was doing and always provided great 
haircuts. But how did she connect him with Her-
bie. Well, she always cut Herbie’s hair in her 
Long Branch facility and he liked chatting with 
her (Surprise?), and knew other facts of her 
family life, including that they were Koreans who 
were strict practicing Methodists. But still, how 

the connection of the two chorus members? 
Well, they both are conscientious fellows who 
took the chorus’ Valentine advertisements to the 
barbershop (quite fitting), where the nice Korean 
lady-barber, did, indeed, put them up in promi-
nent display. It’s a small, small world!
 The next gig was at a private home in 
Little Silver. The singers arrived about 20 min-
utes before the appointed time, hoping to gain 
admittance. Ringing the bell and knocking at the 
door in several entrances was met by an elderly 
gentleman in a wheel chair shouting for the 
intruders to “Go away!” Puzzled and disappoint-
ed, the crew parked in front of the home and 
couldn’t figure out why there was a car parked in 

the driveway and only the fellow who would not 
let them in or even answer the door. Fortunately, 
the contact phone number for the daughter who 
had purchased the Valentine for her mother was 
available. She guessed that, perhaps her mother 
had stepped out shopping and that we should 
not pay much attention to her disabled father. 
She promised to be there in 5 minutes to help us. 
Good to her word, the young woman showed up 
with two gentlemen, told us to wait, and she 
would let us in. Once the 

Valued Valentnes continued from page 4

Continued on page 6
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door opened, there was the Valentine recipient, 
her elderly mother, apologizing profusely to the 
singers, stating that she was certain that we 
were Jehovah Witnesses that she would have no 
use for. After a hearty laugh by all in attendance, 
the Valentine songs were delivered to a very 
happy lady and her close family, including her 
disabled husband, sitting by in his wheel chair. 
(See photo on previous page) So delighted was 
the daughter that she included a $40.00 bonus 
to the standard gig fee.
 The quartet finished its day paying the 
annual “Thank You Visit” to the Red Bank Board 
of Education. Unlike previous visits, there was 

but a single lady in the office, but she was ready 
and delighted to receive the songs and attention 
from the singers. Since there would be no photos 
to process, Paul had the urge to join in and the 
lady was actually serenaded by a splendidly 
harmonized quintet. Before departing, Allan 
Dean discussed with the lady the heartfelt feel-
ings that the chorus could do more for the Board 
in payment for its continued gracious permission 
for the chorus to utilize the Middle School as a 
wonderful base of operation. It was certainly a 
most gracious and thoughtful gesture, hopefully 

Valued Valentnes continued from page 5

The Songs We Sing
“Yesterday”

By Chris Papa

nowing that the 2018 Chorus’ Spring Show 
would be a tribute to The Beatles , the Matinee 
Idles sought to add a Beatles’ song to their large 
repertory that had hitherto been devoid of any of 
their tunes. New members 
who had sung “Yesterday” 
in the Rahway barbershop 
chapter suggested this 
song would be very appro-
priate and well received. 
Certainly, once the ban-
ished love motif is mini-
mized, the song would 
seem to fit the reminiscent 
thoughts of the truly aged 
singers that are the Matinee 
Idles, who all do yearn for 
yesterday.
 Wikipedia has exten-
sive, detailed information 
concerning this song. A few 
interesting paragraphs deal 
with how Paul McCartney wrote the piece. Alleg-
edly he dreamt it up one night after he slept in his 
girl-friend’s home and then spent a great deal of 
time developing the final product. The original 
words were: "Scrambled eggs/Oh my baby how 
I love your legs/Not as much as I love scrambled 
eggs", It was actually performed that way with 

Jimmy Fallon on “The Tonight Show”. Co-worker 
John Lennon ultimately suggested the 
“yesterday” theme and the song was formally 
published in 1965 and released as a single re-

cording on the B side of “Act 
Naturally” (see photo)
  Once pub-
lished, the song quickly 
gained popularity and has 
remained so. There have 
been over 2,200 recordings 
by others in the business. 
To quote the details from 
Wikipedia: “"Yesterday" 
was voted the best song of 
the 20th century in a 1999 
BBC Radio 2 poll of music 
experts and listeners and 
was also voted the No. 1 
pop song of all time by MTV 
and Rolling Stone maga-
zine the following year. In 

1997, the song was inducted into the Grammy 
Hall of Fame. Broadcast Music Incorporated 
(BMI) asserts that it was performed over seven 
million times in the 20th century.”
 The Matinee Idles are both happy and 

K
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Idle Chatter 

by Chris Papa

April 17, the annual tax day, was 
a red-letter day for the Idles! It 
was the very first public appear-
ance of the chorus under the new 
Director, Will McCain, as well as 
the two new ladies who served as 
the chorus’ much needed bari-

tones. Fourteen members turned up for a rather 
singular event at Applewood Estates in Free-
hold. There has never been a similar experience 
in all 27 years that the Idles have been in exis-
tence, and most agreed that they hope there will 
never be another like it. 
 The event was a meeting that was intended to 
thank many of the senior citizen residents who 
serve as volunteers in the community. That 
sounds all right, but it quickly developed into 
organized chaos. The woman who booked the 
gig had ideas of her own about how exactly the 
singers would fit in with what she considered 
reasonable and sane ideas. Reality proved oth-
erwise.
 The event was in a very large room with a 
stage on which the Idles had performed in prior 
years. Since the room was filled with tables, 
Dave Murch  felt it would be more intimate for the 
chorus to perform offstage, positioned more inti-
mately with the large audience, which appeared 

to be about 100 men and women, ultimately. The 
lady organizer objected and insisted that the 
chorus perform onstage. It would shortly become 
apparent why. It was explained that this was to 
be a cocktail party and the lady had planned to 
have the chorus onstage, singing, just as the 
crowd was allowed to enter the room. They 
would go either to select tables to sit at, or wait 
in lines at the back of the room to select their 
alcoholic beverages of choice. She also insisted 
that regardless of the program that the chorus 
had planned, it should sing something “bright 
and upbeat, but not too loud.” She did not want 
the Idles to interfere with the audience’s ability to 
converse with each other!!
 The chorus did as directed, and you can only 
just imagine the chaos that ensued. The back-
ground racket was truly appalling for the first 
three songs. Things quieted down a bit as the 
Classy Seniors quartette performed. Jack Mc-
Dermott , bass, Joe Le Compte , tenor, and 
Chris Papa, lead, shared the stage with Joaner 
Garrett  for the first song and Joann Kornas 
sang baritone for the second one. The quartette 
hit a bit of luck, for they had planned to sing the 
personalized “Honey L’il Liz” to the woman who 
had organized the unusual event. It took shout-
ing to gain her atten- Continued on page 8
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tion, which did have the effect of gaining the full 
audience’s attention, as well. From that point, to 
the finale, the audience became, while still 
somewhat noisy, not quite as loud as they had 
been through the opening numbers. After the 
quartette was done, the organizer took the stage 
to read a prepared speech thanking the mem-
bers of the audience for their services. That 
permitted the chorus members to sit and regain 
their composure which made for a much better 
and appreciated remainder of the event. Besides 
the chorus songs, the crowd even joined in a 
sing-a-long of three popular oldies, plus a quickly 
added addition by Jack, who asked them to sing 
“Let Me Call You Sweetheart”, which had earlier 
been performed by the Classy Seniors. The 

audience cheerily complied, and then even tried 
to meet his challenge of repeating the song while 
omitting all personal pronouns. Later, when the 
Bayshore Four quartet (Jon Greene , bass, Tom 
Cameron , bari, Herb VanNote , tenor, and Ed 
Smith , lead) sang three songs and the audience 
interacted appropriately.
 Poor Director Will, what an inaugural event to 
oversee! The story, however, has a happy end-
ing, for as the chorus members exited through 
the tables, which now bore dessert treats, they 
were eagerly greeted by the joyous audience 
who thanked them for the performance and ex-
pressed their hopes that they would soon return 

Let’s Meet –Joann Kornas

By Joann Kornas

i, my name is Joann Kornas and I will soon be 81 
years old. I started singing in Houston TX with Sweet 
Adelines back in the 80's. When I moved back to NJ, 
my home, and went to work in NYC, I didn't have time 
to sing. After the 9/11 disaster, from which I escaped, 
my daughter thought it would be good for me to go back 
to singing so I joined Sweet Adelines, Metro Rhythm 
Chorus of Cranford. When they broke up, I didn't want 
to travel far, so I auditioned for and was accepted by 
the community chorus, Celebration Singers of Cran-
ford. I sing tenor with the men.
 I love singing with them and, this past July, we 
went to Italy and sang at church masses and concerts 
from Milan all the way to Rome. We sang at mass at the 
Vatican, something I never thought I would get to do. I 
did, however, miss singing in a barbershop group. 
When the men's groups decided to include women, I 
started singing with the Jerseyaires of Rahway. I sing 
baritone with them. Now I've been invited to sing with 
the Matinee Idles and I’m enjoying singing baritone with 

In a groundbreaking event, Joann became the very first woman to sing with our chorus. This coin-
cided with the disturbing event that found the Matinee Idles without a baritone. Emeritus Director Ray 
Volz retired and Tom Cameron was unavailable, as well. President Joe LeCompte acted swiftly and 
brought in his friend Joann (see photo of both of them) to fill the void. She is currently blending in, 
singing that difficult voice part and learning the Idles repertoire. Her story verifies her love for singing.  
Chris Papa

H

Idle Chatter continued from page 7
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GUESTS ALWAYS WELCOME!
The Red Bank Area Chapter meets 
weekly on Tuesdays at 7:30 P.M. at 
the Red Bank Middle School, 101 
Harding Road, Red Bank, NJ  
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