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Singing in the Holidays
By Bruce Hanson

Chorus
he Chorus has pulled off yet another annual Christmas show. This
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year, the theme was “Ringing in the Holidays,” enhanced by “Carol of the
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Bells,” one of the three new songs introduced by the chorus this season.
This also marked the appearance of several new chorus members on the
risers as well as several Chipmunks, one of whom wanted a hula-hoop.
The chorus, under the direction of Craig Page, opened the show
in gold vests and Santa hats singing familiar Christmas and Hanukkah
songs, interspersed with songs by the “Secret Santas” quartet and a bit
of Chipmunk shtick with Alvin, Simon and Theodore being herded by new
member Ray Smith while the chorus sang “A Chipmunk Christmas.”
The first half of the show ended with the Matinee Idles under the
direction of Will McCain singing several holiday
More on page 2
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songs including “The Virgin Mary Had a Baby
Boy,” “Away in a Manger,” and “Let There Be
Peace on Earth,” which was written by Harry
Connick, Jr.
Following the thirteen minute intermission (precisely timed by MC Dave Murch),
the “Chorus of the Pacific” returned in full
tropical regalia to sing Mele Kalikimaka
which is “Hawaii’s way to say Merry Christmas to you.” Maintaining their tropical dress,
the chorus then led the audience In a surreal
“12 Days” sing-off which featured some of
the loudest and most raucous “singing”
(fingernails on a chalkboard, anyone?) that

we have heard in some time. A visit by
Santa himself followed in order to calm
things down a bit.
Next on stage was the Ocean Township
High School Chamber Choir, led by Teddy
Kernizan. The highlight of their segment
was “You’re a Mean One, Mister Grinch”
with a fine young bass soloing as the Grinch,
himself.
The chorus then returned in their blue
blazers, and sang several traditional sacred
songs including the
More on page 3
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tradition of long-time
chorus member and
baritone, Tom Cameron directing “Lo, How
A Rose” This was followed by a full assembly of the Idles, the
OTHS Choir, and the
Chorus closing with
“We Wish You A Merry
Christmas.” Happy Hol-
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Chorus Caroling Continues
By Bruce Hanson

C horus

Caroling on the
streets and in the shops of
Red Bank is now a firmly
established tradition. This
year, the date was Saturday December 1st and, as is
usually the case, the
weather was our friend –
dry, partly sunny, in the mid
40s with little wind. The
carolers route is well established: meet and warm up
in what once was the

Steinbach’s parking lot, head north on Broad
street stopping occasionally to sing where other
entertainers wouldn’t interfere, and then head off
to the many shops.
The shops (and their proprietors) are bynow familiar, starting with the New Corner Pizzeria, S\ugarush cupcake shop, and Leonardo
Jewelers. This year we skipped the Good Karma
Café and the Front Street Trattoria because they
were too crowded. Instead,
the
guys
stopped at the covered
pass-through
(great
acoustics) next to
Billy’s Barber Shop to
sing to passers-by and
work on the newlylearned “Do You Hear
What I Hear.” Next it
was on to English
Plaza to sing at Nails
Plus, a regular stop,
with a trip around the
corner to Hair and Co.
on White Street, another regular. Then
we went over to the
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Monmouth
Street
Emporium on (where
else)
Monmouth
Street where the
acoustics were good
and the cookies were
even better.
The final stop,
as
always,
was
Tiffany’s (mercifully
close to the parking
lot), where their se-

curity guy is
buddies with our
ex-law enforcement members
and where there
is always a
warm reception.
This Holiday gig
is always an enjoyable, but exhausting
experience—
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Idle Chatter
by Chris Papa

T he final gig of the year for the
Idles occurred a day after the chorus’ evening holiday party, on the
afternoon.of December 19. The
venue was well known for a variety of reasons: many of the chorus members or
their family
had
been patients at
Health South Rehabilitation Center at
Tinton Falls and the
Idles had performed
there several times
in the past. This day
was special because the audience
was, in fact, the
members of a group

for the singers had now been turned into a makeshift dining area, a long, narrow, rectangular
place into which a table and chairs had been
crammed leaving barely any space for the singers and Director Will Mc Cain. Much time was
wasted both in trying to find any suitable warm

up room, and then figuring out how to jam the
singers into a breathable space.
Despite these unexpected distractions the
chorus squeezed into the cramped quarters
and entertained about four dozen very alert,
eager and interactive ladies and gentlemen
(see photo above). The reconstructed Classy
Seniors, with Tom Cameron singing baritone,
of ex-patients who had recovered from stroke
and were now doing well and leading lives of
near normality. M.C. Dave Murch’s wife
Frieda is a member of this select group and he
thanked Rich Dunne who had been instrumental in setting up the gig.
There was a very good turnout of Idles
with but a single lead member absent. All
present were very eager to perform, having
good memories of past successes at the site.
Alas, the best plans of men do “aft gang agley”.
Although the chorus was scheduled to perform in
the institution’s large cafeteria (and there were
posters plainly showing this) , it turned out that
the cafeteria was, in fact, closed and under construction. The original room on the floor above,
which was to have served as a warm-up place
Atlantic Gazette

performed (see photo at upper left), as did the
Bayshore Four. (see photo above) Almost an
entire hour was devoted to holiday songs, including those which had been performed at the recent holiday show. The audience joined in when
invited, and it was a fitting and happy way to
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Party Time
By Bruce Hanson

The

chapter’s year-end
Holiday party is notorious
for it’s gift exchange lottery,
traditionally managed by
Jack McDermott who also
always serves as the
evening’s stand-up entertainment. This year, Jack
chose Rob Maber as his
able assistant (sometimes
known as “Vanna”) who
assisted in gift distribution
and discipline (to the degree possible).
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About 30 chapter
members and guests came
to try their luck, sing a few
songs and eat some good
food as ably arranged by
Armando Orsini. Jack
challenged each table to
sing a Christmas song and
they did so enthusiastically
(see photos). Everyone
had a good time and they
mostly behaved themMore photos on page 8
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Party Time continued from page 7
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Dulce Duet
“Baritone”
By Chris Papa

The leads all the easy notes carry,
And leave all the tough ones to bari,
Who sure get the sound out,
So harmonies bound out,
Best in our music’s library!

Chris Papa

When Ray Volz our Director retired,
New bari our quartet required,
The great lady we got,
Joaner sure hit the spot,
And sings with us, truly inspired.

I sing the best part in the land!
I think baritone’s really grand!
The challenge is tough
But I’ve got the right stuff!
I sing baritone ‘cuz I CAN!

Joaner Garrett

Chris Papa
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