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Bountiful Installation Buffet

By Bruce Hanson

The annual Chorus installation dinner was held on November 3rd at what 
has become its regular venue, Seabrook Village.  As always, attendees 
were well taken care of – with a fine buffet, a fairly-priced bar, and music 
supplied by our own Frank Glaz.  Jim Hawthorne presided over the 
installation ceremony which saw the re-installation of most officers:  Terry 
Schmalzried – President, Andy Ferreira – Secretary, Bruce Hanson – 
Treasurer, Frank Glaz – Music and Performance VP, Allan Dean – 
Marketing and Publicity VP, Jim Weythman – Membership VP, and the 
addition of new board Member at Large – Kevin Stone (see photo below).
 President Schmalzried also bestowed the “Barbershopper of the 
Year” mantle on Armando Orsini (see photo on page 2) who, in addition 
to arranging the Installation Dinner also arranges the venue and food for 
the Spring Show Afterglow and Holiday party as well as printing tickets 
and handling ticket sales for our Spring and Holiday shows and performs 
annual audits of the Chorus books.    In his “spare time,” Armando is also 
active in the Matinee Idles!  
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Bountiful Installation Buffet continued from page 1 

 Before leading Chorus 
and Idles members in several 
favorite songs, Director Craig 
Page named Rob Maber this 
year’s recipient of the “Director’s 
Award” in recognition for his 
growing involvement in the lead-
ership of the Chorus’ bass sec-
tion - another well-deserved 
award.  Rob, who was not at the 
dinner, accepted the award at the 
next chorus rehearsal (see photo 
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Singout at Seabrook

By Bruce Hanson

n the day following the Installa-
tion Dinner the chorus returned 
to Seabrook for a show in their 
auditorium.  Members suggested 
that Tom Cameron could put 
everyone up for the night in his 
Seabrook apartment, but Tom 
seemed singularly unenthusias-
tic about that idea – go figure.
 The show, as agreed, 
lasted precisely one hour, thanks 
to the careful management of 
Chorus Manager and MC Dave 
Murch.  Dave also came 
equipped with a new portfolio of 
jokes, which had the audience 
and chorus members laughing 
out loud.   
 The show was short and 
sweet and the audience was 
warmly enthusiastic and compli-

O



Atlantic Gazette                                          Nov/Dec  2018                                                4   

“Atrial Celebration”

By Bruce Hanson

he Atrium, a high-rise retirement community 
on the Navesink River in Red Bank was the site 
of the Chorus’ latest gig.   Apparently, the Mati-
nee Idles were contacted about performing, but 
since an evening program was desired, they 
passed the opportunity along to the chorus.  
Turnouts for the chorus and the audience were 
excellent with seventeen singers plus director 
Craig Page and MC Dave Murch representing 
the chorus and a nearly full house of Atrium 
residents.

 The program was a collec-
tion of old tunes (e.g. 
“Sentimental Journey”)  and 
new (e.g. “Edelweiss”) and a 
few holiday favorites.   A quar-
tet fronted by lead, Tony Milil-
lo, (see photo) gave the 
chorus a brief rest in the mid-
dle of a one-hour set.  The 
audience seemed to have a 
great time and one of the staff 
members remarked that this 
was the best turnout for an 
event that they had seen all 
year.   Maybe we’ll be invited 

T
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Streetwalkers Sing at 

Caesara Lodge

By Allan Dean

he Red Bank Streetwalkers Quartet had a 
fabulous time tonight singing for the Caesara 
Lodge #64 in Keyport. They held a "table 
lodge", or feast, involving a 7-course meal and 
a corresponding toast prior to each course. The 
tables were in a "U" shape around the room. 
The "East" in the middle with two "columns" 
North and South. The toasts were elaborate and 
fashioned after a gathering of Napoleon and his 
officers. Into large shot glasses called 
"cannons" was poured wine or juice called the 
"powder". 
 By order of the leader, the participants 
were drilled to "right hand to arms" (grasp the 
shot glass on the table), "ready" (raise it at arms 
length before you,) "aim" (bring the glass to your 
lips,) "fire" (a third of the wine is drunk,) "good 
fire" (the 2nd third of the wine is drunk,) "fire all" 
(gulp it all.) These three come in rapid succes-
sion. Then "present arms" (back to ready posi-
tion.) The glass is then carried to the left 
shoulder, right shoulder and outstretched posi-
tion three times, then we slap the glass back to 

the table and shout Vivat, Vivat, Vivat and sa-
lute with each shouted word. 
 Then, just when you think you can sit 
down, you're instructed to "advanced swords" 
(the knife is raised with the arm extended,) 
"poise swords" (the knife is elevated slightly,) 
"salute with swords" (handle of knife touches 
chin,) "swords at rest" (the knife is then 
slammed to the table.) You are instructed when 
to rise or sit by the number of times the leader 
strikes the gavel. After 1 strike we sit and have 
one of the 7 courses. The same ritual precedes 
each toast. 
 The quartet sang between each course as 
well. While it sounds very regimented, it was in 
extremely good fun. The quartet really started to 
sound terrif,hic,terrific after the 5th toast. Great 
fun and food  and a wonderful company of 

[Editors Note:  The Caesara Lodge is a Masonic 

lodge formed in Keyport in 1864.

The quartet consisted of Herb Van Note, Tony Milil-

lo, Jon Greene and Allan Dean]

T
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Dulce Duet 
“Tenor”

By  Chris Papa

ost people of our generation know of Gilbert & Sullivan and are at least familiar 

with their “Big Three” works, “H.M.S. Pinafore”, “The Pirates of Penzance” and 

“The Mikado”. The pair, in fact, wrote a total of thirteen wonderful comic operas. 

At only one time in this extensive repertory did Gilbert single out a vocal part and 

use it to comic effect. This occurred in “Utopia Limited”, their penultimate opera, when “tenor”, our 

subject, delivers this song, in which he complains about how being hopelessly in love has ruined his 

voice.

You can go online, if you’d like to, actually hear a tenor performing this comic song, there are lots of 

You Tube videos. Just search: “A tenor all singers above” from Utopia Limited”

A tenor, all singers above
(This doesn't admit of a question),

Should keep himself quiet,
 Attend to his diet

And carefully nurse his digestion;

But when he is madly in love
It's certain to tell on his singing--

You can't do the proper chromatics
With proper emphatics

 When anguish your bosom is wringing!

When distracted with worries in plenty,
And his pulse is a hundred and twenty,

And his fluttering bosom the slave of mis-
trust is,

A tenor can't do himself justice,

Now observe--(sings a high note),
 You see, I can't do myself justice!

I could sing if my fervour were mock,
 It's easy enough if you're acting--

But when one's emotion
Is born of devotion

You mustn't be over-exacting.

One ought to be firm as a rock
To venture a shake in vibrato,

When fervour's expected
Keep cool and collected
Or never attempt agitato.

But, of course, when his tongue is of 
leather,

And his lips appear pasted together,
And his sensitive palate 

as dry as a crust is,
A tenor can't do himself justice.

Now observe--(sings a high note),
It's no use--I can't do myself justice!

The tenors hit notes in range high,
Which blends in with chords, by and by,
And sweetens the sound,
That in songs abound,
In ways that few others will try.

Chris Papa

In barbershop, tenors can sing 
High harmonies that really ring!
It’s not melody,
As in SATB*.  
It is quite a remarkable thing!

Joaner Garrett

*Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass

M
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The Songs We Sing

“Away in the Manger”

By Chris Papa

his very popular Christmas Carol has been a 
regular in the Matinee Idles repertory for many 
years. It is unique in that the Barbershop ar-
rangement was the special hard work of two of 
our own chorus members, Ray Volz and Dick 
Chodosh. Why this was not a very 
easy task will become apparent 
when you listen carefully to a per-
formance of their special composi-
tion. What will be immediately 
evident is that the three sections of 
lyrics each has a different and spe-
cial tune. If you look up the history 
of the carol in Wikipedia, you will 
see that there are at least three 
different compositions of the carol, 
and probably many more. 
 Ray told me that he had origi-
nally found two different melodies in one book of 
carols that he owned, and that stimulated his 
curiosity to the point that he started looking 
through other musical sources, much as to deter-

mine which of the first two was the “real” carol. 
He was surprised when he found a third version 
in a 1940 hymnal in his collection. That helped 
convince him, without referring to Wikipedia or 
Encyclopedia Britannica that there were many 

people who had composed tunes 
to the very same lyrics. The lyrics 
themselves are also a mystery. For 
quite a while they were actually 
attributed to no less than Martin 
Luther. Wikipedia carefully de-
bunks that theory using some 
known historical background and 
common sense. What is sure is 
that the “usual” compositions were 
written in the late 19th century and 
to quote Wikipedia: “In Britain, it is 
one of the most popular carols; a 

1996 Gallup Poll ranked it joint second. Although 
it was long claimed to be the work of German 
religious reformer Martin Luther , the carol is now 

T

RSS Graduation - 3 more graduates of the chorus’ Ready Set Sing program were honored at a 
ceremony on November 20th.  They joined the chorus on the risers for several Christmas songs and 
are invited to join us in caroling in downtown Red Bank in early December.
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GUESTS ALWAYS WELCOME!
The Red Bank Area Chapter meets 

weekly on Tuesdays at 7:30 P.M. at 

the Red Bank Middle School, 101 

Harding Road, Red Bank, NJ  
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