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The Chorus Goes To College

By Allan Dean

Our director, Craig J. Page, took eight members to Harmony College East 
for coaching.  It was a full day of learning and fun.   Harmony College East 
was held on the campus of McDaniels College in Westminster, Maryland 
with classes and coaching for choruses and quartets on Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday.  Barbershoppers around the Mid-Atlantic District and youth 
singers from throughout the region converged on the small college town to 
ring chords all weekend, learn about the craft of their hobby and receive 
coaching from some of the very best in our Society.   Chorus of the Atlantic 
members: Joe Bullwinkel and Allan Dean, Jon Greene, Assistant Director 
Andy Ferreira, Chris D'Agostino, Tony Milillo, Terry Schmalzreid and 
Associate Director Kirk Thomson attended the all-day coaching sessions 
on Saturday.  Some members were also able to take independent classes, 
like the Physics of Sound, Music Theory or Introduction to Directing  during 
sessions on Thursday and Friday.  The Chapter covered half the cost of 
tuition for those members that attended Harmony College East.
 Adult and youth quartets and choruses, which had been coached 
that day, performed in the Friday and Saturday evening shows.
 During the morning session on Saturday, the Chorus of the Atlantic 
received coaching from Jay Dougherty, a specialist 
in pedagogy and a music judge in the Barbershop 
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Continued on page 2

We re-establish a Ga-
zette tradition with the 
publication of our first 
“Lets Meet” feature in 
several years.   Sam 

Wike graciously 
agreed to put to-
gether a mini autobi-
ography for us on 
page 3 of this issue.
 Other new 
members be fore-
warned:  we will be 
coming for you next!
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The Chorus Goes To College continued from page 1 

Harmony Society. The 
emphasis was on the use 
of elements in the songs 
we sing; finding the har-
monic passages and 
words that bring the song 
to life with energy.
 After lunch in the 
college cafeteria, the men 
were coached by Ig Jako-
vac, a singing judge 
whose focus on vocal 
health informed the men 
about physiology and the 
production of sound. 
Here, the emphasis was on the vocal placement 
inside the vocal chamber. The men learned how 
to place their voices to take advantage of the 
forward formant to produce a bright tone which 
creates more opportunities for overtones. 
(putting the sound "in the mask" which is created 
by dialing back the placement of sound from a 
very nasal "Jerry Lewis voice" to a space just 
behind that voice to make chords ring their best.)
 The octet performed on the Saturday 
evening show for the other attendees at HCE 

(see photo on page 1).  About 250 people 
packed the theater, with many of the Youth in 
Harmony campers seated in the balconies.
A video of the performance can be viewed on 
Facebook at: 
https://www.facebook.com/ChorusOfTheAtlantic
/videos/1094039790795777/
 It was a wonderful experience for those 
members who were able to attend.  We hope to 
make Harmony College East an annual Chapter 

More  on page 3
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Let’s Meet Sam Wike

By Sam Wike

 was born and raised in Piscataway, NJ. My 
dad was a Korean War vet, 28-year police 
officer/sergeant and 40-year volunteer firefight-
er. He was very active in the local Lions Club, 
Boy Scouts and coached local baseball and 
softball teams. My mom worked as the 
township’s director of personnel, was active in 
local politics and earned her BS and MSW while 
working and raising my younger sister and me. 
After retirement, she began a 
second career as a social worker 
assisting patients of ALS and 
their families and had just been 
accepted to the Seminary at 
Princeton University when she 
passed suddenly. They were 
both very active in local charita-
ble organizations and my sister 
and my school and extracurricu-
lar activities. My sister, academi-
cally and professionally very 
successful, has raised two won-
derful young women, both of 
whom have followed in her lead 
and are academically and profes-
sionally successful as well.
 After high school, I held various jobs, 
moved to FL to explore life on my own and 
enlisted in the Army in late 1982. I served 4 years 
in then West Germany as a combat MP (along 
with ‘other’ duties) and my last duty station was 
at Ft. Monmouth as the NCIOC of Military Police 
Investigations. I ETD’d as an E-5(P) in Feb 1989 
and became an NJ Transit PD police officer one 
month later. During my career, I worked at all six 
of our statewide districts in both static, road 
patrol and supervisory positions. I loved working 
in Newark and throughout Essex County as well 
as Camden and the surrounding towns- I was 
never bored. My final five years were spent 
creating the explosives detection K9 unit, where 
I was the NCOIC as well as a K9 handler. Those 
were the BEST 5 years of my career with the 
BEST partner any cop could have. I used to sing 
to my K9 partner Sanders throughout our patrols 
together and he’d even howl along! We retired 
together in 2006.

 My K9 career transitioned to my current 
career as a nationally accredited and certified 
professional dog trainer with a specialization in 
helping dogs with moderate to severe behavior 
issues. I am affiliated with certain organizations 
and rescue groups and have traveled to various 
states to give lectures and hands-on workshops 
to shelter/rescue staff and volunteers in order to 
help them help their dogs become more adopt-

able and find furever homes. I 
have been a sole proprietor 
LLC since 2010: The Inner Dog.
 It was shortly after my 
mother’s passing that I met the 
(much) younger woman who I’d 
be lucky enough to marry. 
Thankfully, her father had been 
a Long Branch PD officer and 
K9 officer so, despite her long-
held resolution that she’d 
NEVER date a cop let along 
marry one, we got married in 
2000. And fortunately, despite 
me being a cop and all that 
goes with that, and all my faults 
and quirks, Rosanne still loves 

me and keeps me around. She also became my 
‘motorcycle mama’ and joined my father and me 
riding together raising funds for various charita-
ble organizations. It was during a ‘toy ride’ to 
benefit CHOP that he too passed suddenly. 
 Rosanne, a nurse since 1992, has worked 
in hospitals in north Philly and NJ and is currently 
a nurse educator at Centrastate Medical Center 
completing her MS at Monmouth University, 
slated to graduate in 2020. 
 I have sung in church choirs and through-
out junior high and high school, even singing 
some acapella with pick-up quartets. Additional-
ly, I spent 17 years as a marching band and jazz 
drummer. It wasn’t until I saw an article about 
RSS that I decided to give barbershopping a try 
and singing with the COA has turned out to be 
just what I needed to give me an incredibly 
enjoyable hobby. Thank you for having me and I 
hope that as I learn more from all of you that I 
become a valued member of the camaraderie 

I
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The Songs We Sing

“Let Me Call You Sweetheart”

By Chris Papa

f there is a single song in the universal barber-
shop repertory that is sung more than any 

other, it is “Let Me Call You Sweetheart”. It is the 
very first number among the standard polecats 
that every new member must learn. Routinely 
used as a warmup at re-
hearsals, it is also one of 
the standards delivered 
with Singing Valentines. 
The Matinee Idles will 
include it when they en-
tertain their senior citizen 
audiences because it is 
a song where the listen-
ers usually want to join 
the chorus by humming 
or singing along. The 
Idles have also gone as 
far to supplement the 
performance by singing 
a parody that starts: 
“”Don’t you call me 
sweetheart, I’m all 
through with you” and 
their Classy Seniors 
quartet challenges the 
audience to sing the 
song while leaving out all 
personal pronouns. The 
audience tries and has a 
good time, ultimately 
laughing at the almost 
impossible task. That is how well the song is 
really seemed to be known. (Don’t ask a Millen-
nial, however, if they ever heard of the song.)
So it was a great surprise to both the audience, 
as well as Chorus of the Atlantic members, that 
the Matinee Idles presented the complete song 
with both its introductory verse, and a tag finale. 
There are very few who have ever heard this 
quite familiar song in its entirety. Even if you use 
your computer to search for performances, you 
will invariably hear the truncated version. There 
is even a very ancient Bing Crosby rendition, in 

which he sings of “your eyes so blue”, instead of 
“your eyes so true”.
 So, how did this all come about? It is the 
product of lyricist Beth Slater Whitson (1879-
1930) and composer Leo Friedman ((1869-

1927) who wrote this 
song just one year 
after they published 
their other famous 
and popular tune, 
“Meet Me Tonight in 
Dreamland”. “Let Me 
Call You Sweet-
heart” was published 
in 1910 and, immedi-
ately after its re-
lease, the song set 
records for sale of its 
sheet music. Then it 
was one of its’ first 
recordings by the 
Peerless Quartet” 
that made it another 
selling hit. Wikipedia 
notes; “In 2016, the 
Peerless Quartet re-
cording was se-
lected for 
preservation in the 
National Recording 
Registry due to its 
"cultural, historic, or 

artistic significance.” Since then the song has 
been recorded by numerous stars and has been 
used in many films and TV presentations. And 
though the Matinee Idles did not know this at the 
May 11 show presentation (the next day May 12 
was Mother’s Day); Wikipedia also noted:” New 
York Yankees public address announcer Bob 
Sheppard sang the song at every Mother's Day 
home game until his passing in 2010. During Old 
Timers' Day that year, a clip of him singing this 

I
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Above:  HCE attemdees reprise their show night performance of “Please Please Me.”

Below: Rich Delfino works an exercise with the chorus to reinforce the importance of discipline 
and following the director.

Showing off the Chorus Summer venue 
at the Middletown Arts Center
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GUESTS ALWAYS WELCOME!
The Red Bank Area Chapter meets 

weekly on Tuesdays at 7:30 P.M. at 

the Red Bank Middle School, 101 

Harding Road, Red Bank, NJ  
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