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O Come All Ye Shoppers!

By Bruce Hanson

Our Chorus has been caroling in Red Bank for as long as I’ve been a 
member, but the streets of Red Bank have never been so barren as they 
were on Saturday December 7th.  Was everyone shopping on Amazon, or 
was it just too early in the season?  That’s a question for the analysts, but 
we were left with the challenge of bringing holiday joy and spirit to anyone 
who might hear us.  So we decided to spend less time on the streets and 
more time inside the many shops singing to customers and store proprietors.
 We have had a few favorite stops in previous years, and they were 
still on the list.   But there were some new ones as well including the AR 
Workshop, a do-it-yourself arts and crafts center where we were welcomed 
to sing to their patrons and staff (see photo on page 2).
 Then it was off to one of those regular stops, SugarRush, the 
cupcake shop on Front Street.  They always 
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O Come All Ye Shoppers  continued from page 1 

More  on page 3

appreciate our visits, but we’re still waiting for 
the year when they pass out free cupcakes--
but then again, there are enough of us that 
that would probably wipe out their profits for 
the week.
 Our next stop was Leonardo’s Jewelry, 
almost next door.  This is another regular 
venue where they always stop what they’re 
doing to listen and video us.  We went on to 
the Front Street Trattoria, a traditional stop, 
and  a few new places including Old World 
Shaving Parlor on Front Street and the InBe-
tween Cafe on English Plaza ..
 We hit our other regular spots includ-
ing the Monmouth Street 

More  on page 3
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Emporium and Tiffany’s. We fin-
ished off the afternoon at another 
new spot, the upscale clothier Gar-
many, where we were invited to 
have our photo taken with Santa!  
Director Craig Page also ran into 
one of his former students, so, of 
course, we sang a song for him (see 
photo).  It isn’t too hard ot guess 
which song it was.
 It was a fun, but vocally challeng-

O Come all ye Shoppers continued from page 2 
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Goofy Gifts and Good Grub

By Bruce Hanson

Here are two things that can be 
counted on at every chapter holiday 
party:  great food arranged by Ar-
mando Orsini, and jokes of (widely) 
varying quality by gift exchange impre-
sario Jack McDermott.  The question 
each year is whether Jack’s jokes will, 
on average, get more laughs or more 
groans.  This year, they played to a 
draw, which really isn’t so bad, all 
things considered.  Jack also had a 
new “Vanna” in Ray Smith, a quick 
learner who served Jack well by select-
ing gifts to hand out and dutifully laugh-
ing on cue at the jokes.
 This year’s most traded gifts in-
cluded the usual alcoholic beverages 
and a bluetooth speaker as well as an 
unexpectedly popular pair of tape mea-
sures.  A new rule introduced by Jack 
allowed for the final gift to be traded 
indefinitely until opened, which led to a 
3 person stand-off that looked like it 
would take all night until Joe Bullwin-
kel, one of the 3, “took one for the 
team,” and opened it.  Thank you Joe!

T

More on page 5
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 A pleasant surprise was the appearance 
of Phil Wilderotter, who was there along with 
his son.   Phil has been absent in recent years, 
so it was especially nice to see him and hear him 
sing in a few quartets.
 Speaking of quartets, Chorus Director 
Craig Page selected several quartets to sing in 
between gift exchanges.  Much like Jack’s jokes, 

the quality varied, but (unlike some of 
Jack’s jokes) all were appreciated.
 This author also received the com-
pletely unexpected honor of being 
named the chapter’s Barbershopper of 

the Year. 
 The evening’s festivi-
ties ended with chap-
ter members singing 
songs directed by 
Craig, Andy Ferreira, 
and Idles director 
(and and now also 
chapter Music VP) 
John Huetz.
 Many thanks to Ar-
mando for all he does 
to make this a great 
party each year!   Al-
so, for those who 

Goofy Gifts and Good Grub  continued from page 4
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don’t stay to the bitter end of cleanup, 
this party is Jim Weythman’s annual 
opportunity to relive his old Army days 
by wet mopping the floor.  Way to go, 

More photos on page 7
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Idle Chatter 

by Chris Papa

The Matinee 
Idles travelled to 
the posh Essex 
and Sussex 
Condominium in 
Spring Lake, a 

huge structure  facing the wide 
vista of the Atlantic Ocean, right 
on the beach edge. In addition 
to providing many, many ex-
pensive apartments, the site 
has many large hotel-like facili-
ties for eating and meeting. On 
the afternoon of December 8th, 
the halls were gaily decorated 
with sparkling Christmas lights, 
ornaments and trees. It was a 
gaudy and appropriate scene 
for the large celebration of 
which the chorus would play a 
role. There were 150 happy 
participants, the “Classics,” se-
nior citizens of Spring Lake’s St. 
Catherine’s Catholic Church. 
 A strict schedule of time of singing had 
been provided to the chorus, which indicated that 
it was to perform for almost an hour, right after 
the celebrants luncheon.  Everything appeared 

to be in order. There 
were many large ta-
bles, each filled with 
happy folks, filling all  
the available space 
in the huge dining 
area. 
 Then, sud-
denly, things began 
to go awry. The din-
ner service was 
somehow delayed 
and the diners  had 
only just started on 
the dinners about a 
half hour behind 
schedule. The pro-
prietor advised them 
that there was only a 
limited time left be-
fore they would be 
forced to exit the 
premises before an-
other group and cel-

ebration was to start. The Idles were told they 
would have to perform while dinner was actually 
being served! The chorus bravely prepared to do 
so. 

Continued on page 9
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 Alas, there was further delay. The pastor 
of the flock decided that he wished to sing before 
the chorus, and crooned two Christmas songs. 
He finished with “Tura, Lura, Lura” and followed 
with a brief Irish joke. Not to be outdone, Jon 
Green stepped forward, took the hand micro-

phone (see photo on 
previous page) and 
presented an even lon-
ger and funnier tale 
that the audience ap-
preciated. The chorus 
finally started to per-
form its schedule of 
songs. (See photo on 
page 8) The Classy 
Seniors (see photo at 
left), pleased the crowd 
with the carol, “Angels 
We Have Heard On 

High”, and got them to join in with “Jingle Bells”. 
After the chorus sang several more numbers, it 
received notice that time was short. This caused 
a quick wind down -- the Bayshore Four quartet 
never got a chance to sing, and four of the 
scheduled numbers 

Idle Chatter  continued from page 8
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were skipped over before the 
happy strains of “We Wish You a 
Merry Christmas” wrapped up the 
event. The audience seemed 
very happy, not knowing how 
much they had missed, and even 
started filing out along with the 
singers, at which time they of-
fered personal praise and appre-
ciation. It was a happy conclusion 
to what had seemed a most un-
usual and unexpected event.
 The official final Idles gig 
on the Saturday evening of De-
cember 14 was a most delightful 
event of the year. The venue was 
the very familiar surroundings 
where the chorus meets for their 
rehearsals, The Church of the 

Latter Day Saints in Eatontown. Dave 
Murch had carefully arranged for the 
singers to perform a “pay back” concert 
during his church’s joyous Christmas din-
ner celebration, an event that was well 
attended by many happy families. The 
program capped the participants dinner 
and involved a half-hours worth of songs 
by the chorus (see photo on previous 
page) and a single carol by the Classy 
Seniors quartet.(see photo above). 
 All went well and the audience 
loudly applauded the singers. That turned 
out to just be a small bit of their effort to 
show appreciation to the chorus, as the 
singers were then led to a private dining 
area and treated to a celebration dinner of 
its own. The sumptuous and scrumptious 
repast involved delicious roast chicken, 
vegetables, rice, salad and soft drinks 
(see photo at left). The succulent meal 
was then followed by wonderful desserts 
of pie, home baked cakes, cut fresh fruits 
and other delicacies.  It was a very special 

Idle Chatter  continued from page 9
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GUESTS ALWAYS WELCOME!
The Red Bank Area Chapter meets 

weekly on Tuesdays at 7:30 P.M. at 

the Red Bank Middle School, 101 

Harding Road, Red Bank, NJ  
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