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Tunes on the Tarmac

A number of choirs and choruses around the country have been having 
drive-in rehearsals.  Each singer sits in his/her car with a microphone 
attached by a long cord to a central mixer.  The combined voices are then 
transmitted back out to the cars’ radios via a low powered FM transmitter.  
The director stands out front with a monitor to lead and hear the combined 
voices.  
 Chapter President Terry Schmalzried was quick to pick up on this 
and did some research to find out how well these setups were working.   
Jim Weythman also did some on-line research and home experimentation 
to see whether we might be able to put something together using some of 
his own audio equipment and mics and cables we already had for use in 
our shows.  Director Craig Page reached out to the directors involved to 
get their views and understand the practical issues and challenges.
 When all was said and done, we were still not sure whether it would 
work for us.  Cold weather is coming on and it is getting dark early, not the 
most appealing conditions for a drive-in sing.  

In this Issue
Message of
   Appreciation...2

Chris Papa: 
Music in My Life
 Part Two............4

Pandemic dining
  at Seabrook.....5

Message from
  Craig.................5

John Huetz
   Zooms.............9

Story continues on page 2



Atlantic Gazette                                          Fall 2020                                               2   

We also weren’t sure about the complications of 
setting up, the quality of the audio, and, subjec-
tively, whether we as singers would find it to be 
a positive experience.
 So we decided to do a small scale trial.  
On a brisk November Saturday morning, several 
of us met in Terry’s church parking lot.   Jim had 
taken on the job of putting all the gear together 
and came prepared to hook us all up.   Sam 
Wike provided the necessary electrical power 
from his van.  Along with Terry, Jim and Sam, 
Andy Ferreira, Kevin Stone, Kirk Thomson 

and I also lent our voices 
and vehicles to the trial.
 All-in-all we all felt it 
was a success.   The audio 
system worked fine and 
enabled us to really harmo-
nize.   It was not perfect, 
but it really did provide the 
opportunity for us to sing 
together (and discover 
how many notes and 
words we’d forgotten in 
these months of isolation).  
It also felt good just to be 
together.

 Our next steps will be to have another  
trial session with Craig and to poll members of 
the chapter to find out who would participate in 
these drive-in rehearsals.  We believe that they 
would probably need to be in the daytime, most 
likely on Saturday mornings.  If it works for 
Craig, and if there is sufficient interest, we will 
purchase the additional equipment (mics, ca-

 

Tunes on the Tarmac continued from page 1
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A Message of Appreciation

From Pearl Hawthorne

 Recently, Pearl Hawthorne, the wife of our late friend and colleague, Jim 
Hawthorne, reached out to the Gazette, requesting that we thank all of you on 
behalf of her and Jim’s family for the many kind words of sympathy and 
condolence following Jim’s passing.  Pearl and Jim’s family were overwhelmed 
and touched by the many cards, letters and phone calls they received.  Pearl 
also wanted Gazette readers to know that a small service for Jim was held in 
September at the Aberdeen Methodist Church, but that, due to the pandemic, 
attendance was limited to 25 which was barely enough to accommodate Jim’s 
family.  As a result, Red Bank Chapter members did not have the opportunity to 
attend or to sing.  [Ed’s note: Tom DeBruin did attend at Pearl’s request and 
delivered a eulogy for Jim.]
 Pearl also wanted us to know what a great job the staff at Jersey Shore 
Medical Center did caring for Jim and keeping Pearl informed of his condition, 
since he was in isolation.   They were able to make special arrangements for 
Pearl to visit him in the ICU in the hours before his passing.  “The entire staff 
was so wonderful and caring,” Pearl said. “I am very grateful.”
 Jim was a great friend and a major force in his many years with our 
chapter and the Mid-Atlantic District.  We were proud to know him and we will 
miss him.  We wish  the very best for Pearl and the family.

More on page 3

Chorus Director Craig Page has been teaching  music theory during our weekly 
Zoom meetings.   Here is his encoded advice to us for behavior in this pandemic.
 For extra credit, is the “after re-opening” chord a first or second inversion?

A Message from Craig:



Atlantic Gazette                                          Fall 2020                                               4   

Music In My Life:  Adolescent Years

By Chris Papa

 had the distinction of having quite unique relatives to influence my life. My father's family were 
Sicilian Catholics, my mother's Ukrainian Jews. This meant I could sample very different cultures. 
Again, we only had a radio at home and I could hear Bing Crosby and other crooners, popular tunes, 
but that was about it. My Sicilian relatives had phonographs and records. What did I hear? Verdi opera 
arais: "La Donna Mobile, "Celeste Aida". Loved them! They also thought Mussolini was doing good in 
those early days and I definitely recall the stirring anthem, 'Giovanezza", over and over again. The 

Ukrainian side of the family had records too. I remember 
listening to Rimsky-Korsakov's "Scherherazade", my introduc-
tion to classical music. Loved it, too!
 I entered high school at a very early age, qualifying for 
Brooklyn Tech and going for a full four years of education and 
friendships that would mold my future. I had to take two subway 
trains to get to the school, a huge structure that housed 6,000 
similar students from all over New York City. All classes started 
at 8:30 a.m. and ended at 3:30 p.m.. Since there was little 
waiting for me at home, I decided to join in for some extra- 
curricular activities. I can't tell you why, but I chose the join the 
glee club. I couldn't 
read music at the 
time, had a tenor 
voice, but lots of en-
thusiasm. I truly en-
joyed it, and the 
director thought 

enough of me to also let me sing with the special smaller 
chorus that was busy with lots of outside school gigs. We 
sang mainly well known tunes like "Shenandoah", Christmas 
carols, etc. Then, don't ask me why, I quit the chorus and 
took free lessons learning how to play the French horn. I was 
only good enough to make it into the school's marching band, 
playing the E-flat alto horn, wore the uniform and participated 
in parades and football games for the next two years, till 
graduation. I earned enough "music credits" to be awarded 
the insignia (see photo) proudly displayed on my sweater.
 The  biggest happening, however, during those Tech 
years was making friends with a buddy who kept in touch 
with me until just a few months ago, when he died at the age 
of 90. His family was rich compared to mine and they had 
massive collections of phonograph records. My friend invited me to join him every Saturday afternoon, 
when I would get on my bike and peddle half way across Brooklyn to his home. There he introduced 
me to all the classical composers. It was symphonies, operas, ballet music, you name it.  Then he 
introduced me to a truly life-changing entertainment: Gilbert and Sullivan.  It wasn't only the catchy 
Sullivan melodies, it was Gilbert's clever rhyming that touched my soul and would play an important 

I

Thanks to long-time member and past Gazette editor Chris Papa for this second installment on how he got 

started in music.  Gazette readers are invited to submit their own stories about their musical  “awakenings.” Eds.
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Pandemic Dining at

Seabrook Village

As told by Seabrook resident Ray Volz

ith a concentrated population of 
roughly 1300 residents in 1100 apart-
ments, Seabrook Village is a potential 
pandemic hotbed.   So management  
had to find an alternative to the dining 
room for feeding  it’s “locked down” 
residents.   Here is what they came up 
with at the beginning.
 Every 15 days, residents were 
provided with a menu  of options for 
the upcoming 15 days (starting seven 
days hence).   The 7 day advance 
gave the management plenty of time to order 
what they needed and make plans for what (and 
how much) the kitchen would prepare each day 
 Delivery was made in 5 3-day batches, so 
menu requests werere for 3 day packages.  The 
3 day rolling deliveries, enabled the Seabrook 
staff to prepare and deliver individual orders to a 
third (roughly 350) of the residents each day 
rather than 1100 daily.
 Each package included 3 complete pre-
cooked dinners (including soup, salad, sides and 
dessert) as well as some items for breakfasts 
and lunches. Dinners required reheating by the 
residents.  According to Ray, dinner entrees are 
“top quality” and included things like chicken 
cacciatore, lemon salmon and roast beef, and 

were generous enough to provide 
left-overs for lunch.  
  In addition to meal service, 
residents were able to order grocer-
ies by phone which were then deliv-
ered to your door within 24 hours.
  After several months, things 
have evolved.  As things opened up 
and residents could come and go, 
breakfast and lunch items were 
eliminated as was the grocery or-
dering service – primarily because 

everyone was going out to do their own grocery 
shopping.  Also, since many residents wanted to 
receive hot meals, the staff began to deliver hot 
meals daily.   Meal orders  are now taken in 
seven day batches one week prior to delivery.
 Masks are required when outside your 
own apartment, and Ray says everyone com-
plies. The dining room has reopened at 25% 
capacity by reservation only, but most residents 
prefer to be cautious and eat in their apartments.    
Clubs are also opening up on a limited basis.  
Residents are kept updated on Seabrook’s  
covid-19  status by in-house TV.   There have 

W

Chapter Elects 2021 Board

At the Chapter’s November 10th zoom meeting, the following 2021 slate of offic-
ers was elected unanimously elected.

President................................Terry Schmalzried
VP Music & Performance..................Frank Glaz
VP Programs.....................................Tony Milillo
VP Chapter Development...........Jim Weythman
VP Marketing & Publicity..................Allan Dean
Treasurer .....................................Bruce Hanson
Secretary.......................................Andy Ferreira
Members at Large........Kevin Stone, Sam Wike
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atinee Idles Director John Huetz took advan-
tage of this year’s on-line Harmony University 
(and the chapter’s ½ tuition rebate)  to sign up for 
“The Mechanics of Singing.”   The course was 
taught in two separate sets of three one-hour 
sessions, the first set  being “Artistic Singing” 
and the second  “The Pedagogy of Singing.”  
The instructors were names we would all recog-
nize:  David Wright, Steve Tramack, Steve Arm-
strong, Joe Cerutti,  and Kevin Keller. The 
course had about 160 attendees, some from as 
far away as Australia, Japan, Germany and 
Spain.

 Artistic Singing, as the title suggests, fo-
cused on development and interpretation of 
songs for maximum emotional impact.  Peda-
gogy of Singing focused on the anatomy and 
physiology of good singing.
 In John’s view, the remote, on-line pro-
gram was very productive.   Students could ask 
text questions, and it was easy to focus on the 
visuals (charts, graphs, etc.) in your own quiet 
environment.
 We present here a few sample charts as 
photographed by John off his monitor screen.  If 
you would like to see more of them, feel free to 

John Huetz Zooms

To Harmony U

More charts on page 7

M
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John Huetz Zooms to Harmony U continued from page 6
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GUESTS ALWAYS WELCOME!
The Red Bank Area Chapter meets 

weekly on Tuesdays at 7:30 P.M. at 

the Red Bank Middle School, 101 

Harding Road, Red Bank, NJ  
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